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This handbook is dedicated to the pioneers in the field of environmental education
who had the foresight that education and learning are crucial in finding pathways that allow
humanity to live on this planet in an equitable and just way without compromising its
carrying capacity while maintaining the integrity of all species.
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Foreword

This significant, informative, and engaging book on
research in environmental education is being published at
a critical time in U.S. history. It is a time when competing
ideas and perspectives about how to respond to questions
and concerns about the environment are hotly debated and
often ridiculed. These competing and contentious ideas
make it difficult to identify the research, innovations, and
programs that can be used to create a sustainable envi-
ronment and prevent further damage to it. The field of
environmental education is an appropriate focal point for
many of the concerns that are being raised about the envi-
ronment. This Handbook will be instrumental in identify-
ing what is known in environmental education research. It
will also help researchers identify questions that need to
be answered as issues ranging from climate change and
its effect on biodiversity to nature conservation are widely
discussed.

The editors of the International Handbook of Research
on Environmental Education have collected in a single
volume a wealth of information including statistics, anal-
yses, and studies that describe the role that research can
play in helping educators, researchers, policy makers, and
students better understand the environmental issues that
people around the world are confronting. This Handbook
will be a particularly important resource for the research
community and those trying to comprehend and to advance
research on environmental education. Information that
will help graduate students craft thoughtful and insightful
research questions as well as information about research
methods and techniques are interspersed throughout this
Handbook. In addition, the Handbook provides a frame-
work and a knowledge base for decision makers who need
to make informed and thoughtful decisions about environ-
mental education issues, and educators who need to make
curricular decisions about what students need to know and
understand about the environment.

The 51 chapters in this Handbook include a mix of estab-
lished and new voices in environmental education research.
They include scholars from six continents and 15 countries.
These myriad voices created a Handbook that is, as the
editors point out, “attentive to the diverse populations served
by contemporary educational systems as well as to opportu-
nities to engage individuals and communities in nonformal
and informal learning contexts.” The Handbook’s chapters

are grouped into nine sections. Each section addresses
important dimensions of environmental education research,
ranging from its historical and theoretical foundations to
issues related to gender, race, and colonialism. In addition to
chapters that establish the knowledge base in environmental
education, the Handbook also includes chapters that discuss
ethics, the politics of sustainability, environmental justice,
and other topics that link research in environmental educa-
tion to the work being done by scholars in contiguous fields.
The result is a volume that encompasses new and divergent
perspectives and insights on environmental education issues
and research.

The AERA Handbook Series in Education Research
was designed and implemented by the AERA Books

. Editorial Board. When the proposal for the International

Handbook of Research on Environmental Education was
approved for inclusion in the series, the members of the
board were Robert E. Floden, Patrick B. Forsyth, Felice J.
Levine, Gary J. Natriello, Carol Camp Yeakey, myself, and
Robert J. Sternberg, who chaired the publications commit-
tee. The board now consists of D. Jean Clandinin, Gilberto
Q. Conchas, Robert E. Floden, Mary M. Juzwik, Felice J.
Levine, Simon W. Marginson, Mariana Souto-Manning,
Olga M. Welch, and myself.

The Handbook Series is part of a comprehensive AERA
books publication program that aims to publish works that
advance knowledge, expand access to significant research
and research analyses and syntheses, and promote knowl-
edge utilization. The series specifically seeks to publish
volumes of excellence that are conceptually and substan-
tively. distinct. The volumes in the series “offer state-of-
the-art knowledge and the foundation to advance research
to scholars and students in education research and related
social science fields.” When the Books Editorial Board
issued its call for proposals for handbooks in education
research, the editors of the International Handbook of
Research on Environmental Education were among the first
to respond. Their proposal was accepted after a substantive
review and a revision process directed by the Books Edito-
rial Board.

The following criteria outlined in guidelines for prepar-
ing handbook proposals were used to review the proposal
for the International Handbook of Research on Environ-
mental Education. First and foremost, the board examined
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the proposed Handbook in terms of whether it would
provide an opportunity for readers to take stock of and
advance their thinking about current and future directions
of environmental education research. Second, the board
focused on the extent to which the proposed Handbook
would draw on the strongest research—including research
both within and outside the United States. Third, the board
was interested in the ability of the editors of the proposed
Handbook to bring together a team of authors who could
assess the knowledge base of environmental education
research and do so with respect to the diverse populations
served by contemporary educational systems. Finally, the
board reviewed the proposed content of the Handbook to
get a sense of the book’s scope and the extent to which it
would include a “critical analysis of the strengths and limi-
tations of extant studies as well as address the essential tools
and elements for research progress.”

At the end of the review process, the board enthusias-
tically approved and moved the International Handbook
of Research on Environmental Education into develop-
ment. Support was given to the editors during the manu-
script development process, and when the manuscript was

complete, it was reviewed and approved for publication by
the board. We are very pleased to make this comprehensive,
well-conceptualized, and theoretically strong Handbook
available to readers interested in research on environmen-
tal education. It advances both theory and practice in the
field of environmental education and will help strengthen
the quality of environmental education research as well as
help educators better understand, identify, and design and
implement curriculum on environmental issues.

On behalf of the AERA Books Editorial Board, I want
to thank editors Robert B. Stevenson, Michael Brody, Justin
Dillon, and Arjen E.J. Wals for their substantial investment
in this research Handbook and for producing a timely and
significant volume. Special thanks is also due to Todd Reit-
zel who worked closely with the board and the editors in
bringing this Handbook to fruition. Finally I wish to thank
the many authors and reviewers for their important contri-
butions to this important publication.

Cherry A. McGee Banks
Chair, AERA Books Editorial Board
University of Washington Bothell
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